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~~~~~~*~~~~~~

TENETS

*If we ever experienced a problem anywhere, it came about, in some degree, due to certain wrong assumptions, either co-present with, or just 
prior to the given problem’s actually taking place.
* Unless you believe in God, the One, and or the infinite, every assumption is contingent. 
* PROCESS (or if you prefer spirit, or activity) PRECEDES IMAGE. Image may, to some extent, (and sometimes almost perfectly) represent 
process. But process is always superior to and always more real than image. If process precedes image this might suggest also that mind 
precedes matter and energy.
* Everything we believe, or say we know, is based on a factual or value judgment. Both kinds of judgment always entail the other to some 
extent, and nothing can be known or exists for us without them. 
* No fact or purported fact is true or false without someone to assert and believe it to be such. If an assertion or claim is deemed true or false 
then, and we are thorough, we should ask who is it that says so (or has said so), and what criteria are (were) they using? There is no such thing 
as "faceless" truth or reality -- at least none we are capable of knowing.
* You can't escape reason. If you aren't rational yourself, someone else will be rational for you; nor do their intentions toward you need to be 
friendly or benevolent.
* Every point of view and opinion has its truth to it -- even the most abhorrent and unacceptable to us. This said, we are naturally inclined to 
assume that some opinions have much greater truth to them than others. Even so, what little truth there is in any point of view must, at least at 
some juncture, and certainly with respect to issues of heated controversy, be justly and reasonably respected. Why? Because we would not be 
honest (and therefore not truthful) if we didn't. 
*Ultimately, and when all is said and done, thought without heart is nothing.
* Most, if not all, of society's very worst problems arise from (certain) spirit people and those who listen to them -- whether the former comes 
in the shape of "God," angel, devil or what have you. It is these people who are most the source and cause of real unhappiness. If then you 
chance to have contact with such, while having (one assumes) overcome their lures, deceptions, and pretenses of benevolence and higher 
knowledge, I recommend that this (i.e. "unhappiness" or "unhappiness itself") is what you call them. Blame and curse them for (most) 
everything wrong; for it is it is they who have been and are the ruin of everyone and everything (that is, if anyone is or could be said to be so.)

Mottos: 
"When you can face me, I'll consider taking you seriously." 

"Millions for defense; not one cent for tribute!" 
"The whole of the city is at the mercy of a gang of criminals, led by a man who calls himself the Kid. And 

I'm the only one who can find him for you."
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Note. The “oracles” are given, top to the bottom of the text, in order from the most recent to the very earliest entry (just as 
originally presented at gunjones.com); the very first you see below then is the last entered at the website, while the very first 
entered for the year is given as the last item in this text.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Excuse the as usual quite needless ads.)

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcQtUdZ5Afs&feature=relmfu

["Scarface (6/8) Movie CLIP - No Wife, No Kids (1983) HD"]

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

If someone needs to use violence (including vandalism), thinking particularly of violence carried on in an 
ongoing and persistent manner, it is (you will find, in ten out of ten cases) because they have nothing really 
worth saying to begin with. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Merriam-Webster's Dictionary gives one definition of "plasma" as "a collection of charged particles (as in 
the atmospheres of stars or in a metal) containing about equal numbers of positive ions and electrons and 
exhibiting some properties of a gas but differing from a gas in being a good conductor of electricity and in 
being affected by a magnetic field."

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Uncle Sam: "There now. Just hand over to me those brain torture radios, and we won't have any trouble." 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Mind control is easiest with the dumbest,
And when visions of the rich, fantastic, and spectacular city (i.e., Babylon)
Are placed before their eyes,
They will abandon justice 
And hand over the innocent to slaughter. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

The rational mind deals with probabilities, the heart with certainties. Though those certainties are liable to 
change, depending on the individual.

~~~~~~*~~~~~~
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[Note. This will be the last of our readings from the Ante-Nicene council (325 A.D.) Fathers, and in a week 
or so we will resume with extracts from saints and inspired thinkers of the Post-Nicene period.] 

[ch. 1]...The word symphony is strictly applied to the harmonies of sounds in music. And there are indeed 
among musical sounds some accordant and others discordant. But the Evangelic Scripture is familiar with 
the name as applied to musical matters in the passage, “He heard a symphony and dancing.” [Luke 15:25] 
For it was fitting that when the son who had been lost and found came by penitence into concord with his 
father a symphony should be heard on the occasion of the joyous mirth of the house. But the wicked Laban 
was not acquainted with the word symphony in his saying to Jacob, “And if you had told me I would have 
sent you away with mirth and with music and with drums and a harp.” [Genesis 31:27] But akin to the 
symphony of this nature is that which is written in the second Book of Kings when “the brethren of 
Aminadab went before the ark, and David and his son played before the Lord on instruments artistically 
fitted with might and with songs;” [2 Samuel 6:4-5] for the instruments thus fitted with might and with 
songs, had in themselves the musical symphony which is so powerful that when two only, bring along with 
the symphony which has relation to the music that is divine and spiritual, a request to the Father in heaven 
about anything whatsoever, the Father grants the request to those who ask along with the symphony on 
earth—which is most miraculous,— those things which those who have made the symphony spoken of may 
have asked. So also I understand the apostolic saying “Defraud ye not one the other except it be by 
agreement for a season that you may give yourselves unto prayer.” [1 Corinthians 7:5] For since the word 
harmony is applied to those who marry according to God in the passage from Proverbs which is as follows: 
“Fathers will divide their house and substance to their sons, but from God the woman is married to the 
man,” it is a logical consequence of the harmony being from God, that the name and the deed should enjoy 
the agreement with a view to prayer, as is indicated in the word, “unless it be by agreement.” [1 Corinthians 
7:5] Then the Word repeating that the agreeing of two on the earth is the same thing as the agreeing with 
Christ, adds, “For where two or three are gathered together in My name.” [Matthew 18:20] Therefore the 
two or three who are gathered together in the name of Christ are those who are in agreement on earth, not 
two only but sometimes also three. But he who has the power will consider whether this agreement and a 
congregation of this sort in the midst of which Christ is, can be found in more, since “narrow and 
straightened is the way that leads unto life, and few be they that find it.” [Matthew 7:14] But perhaps also 
not even few but two or three make a symphony as Peter and James and John, to whom as making a 
symphony the Word of God showed His own glory. But two made a symphony, Paul and Sosthenes, when 
writing the first Epistle to the Corinthians; [1 Corinthians 1:1] and after this Paul and Timothy when 
sending the second Epistle to the same. [2 Corinthians 1:1] And even three made a symphony when Paul 
and Silvanus and Timothy gave instruction by letter to the Thessalonians. [1 Thessalonians 1:1] But if it be 
necessary also from the ancient Scriptures to bring forward the three who made a symphony on earth, so 
that the Word was in the midst of them making them one, attend to the superscription of the Psalms, as for 
example to that of the forty-first, which is as follows: “Unto the end, unto understanding, for the sons of 
Korah.” For though there were three sons of Korah whose names we find in the Book of Exodus, [Exodus 
6:24] Aser, which is, by interpretation, “instruction,” and the second Elkana, which is translated, 
“possession of God,” and the third Abiasaph, which in the Greek tongue might be rendered, “congregation 
of the father,” yet the prophecies were not divided but were both spoken and written by one spirit, and one 
voice, and one soul, which wrought with true harmony, and the three speak as one, “As the heart pants after 
the springs of the water, so pants my soul after you, O God.” But also they say in the plural in the forty-
fourth Psalm, “O God, we have heard with our ears.” But if you wish still further to see those who are 
making symphony on earth look to those who heard the exhortation, “that you may be perfected together in 
the same mind and in the same judgment,” [1 Corinthians 1:10] and who strove after the goal, “the soul and 
the heart of all the believers were one,” [Acts 4:32] who have become such, if it be possible for such a 
condition to be found in more than two or three, that there is no discord between them, just as there is no 
discord between the strings of the ten-stringed psaltery with each other. But they were not in symphony in 
earth who said, “I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ,” [1 Corinthians 1:12] but 
there were schisms among them, upon the dissolution of which they were gathered together in company 
with the spirit in Paul, with the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, [1 Corinthians 5:4] that they might no 
longer “bite and devour one another so that they were consumed by one another;” [Galatians 5:15] for 
discord consumes, as concord brings together, and admits the Son of God who comes in the midst of those 
who have become at concord. And strictly, indeed, concord takes place in two things generic, through the 
perfecting together, as the Apostle has called it, of the same mind by an intellectual grasp of the same 
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opinions, and through the perfecting together of the same judgment, by a like way of living. But if 
whenever two of us agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of the 
Father of Jesus who is in heaven, [Matthew 18:19] plainly when this is not done for them of the Father in 
heaven as touching anything that they shall ask, there the two have not been in agreement on earth; and this 
is the cause why we are not heard when we pray, that we do not agree with one another on earth, neither in 
opinions nor in life. But further also if we are the body of Christ and God has set the members each one of 
them in the body that the members may have the same care one for another, and may agree with one 
another, and when one member suffers, all the members suffer with it, and if one be glorified, they rejoice 
with it, we ought to practise the symphony which springs from the divine music, that when we are gathered 
together in the name of Christ, He may be in the midst of us, the Word of God, and the Wisdom of God, 
and His Power. [1 Corinthians 1:24] 

[ch. 9]...But the truth is not so; for when God wished all at once to rekindle in the memories of all 
everything that had been done by each one throughout the whole time, in order that each might become 
conscious of his own doings whether good or bad, He would do it by His ineffable power. For it is not with 
God as with us; for if we wish to call some things to remembrance, we require sufficient time for the 
detailed account of what has been said by us, and to bring to our remembrance the things which we wish to 
remember; but if He wished to call to our memory the things which have been done in this life, in order that 
becoming conscious of what we have done we may apprehend for what we are punished or honoured, He 
could do so. But if any one disbelieves the swiftness of the power of God in regard to these matters, he has 
not yet had a true conception of the God who made the universe, who did not require times to make the vast 
creation of heaven and earth and the things in them; for, though He may seem to have made these things in 
six days, there is need of understanding to comprehend in what sense the words “in six days” are said, on 
account of this, “This is the book of the generation of heaven and earth,” [Galatians 2:4] etc. Therefore it 
may be boldly affirmed that the season of the expected judgment does not require times, but as the 
resurrection is said to take place “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,” [1 Corinthians 15:52] so I think 
will the judgment also be. 

[ch. 11]...But it were indeed a hard task to tell according to the conception of Jesus who is the one fellow-
servant who was found to be owing a hundred pence, not to his own lord, but to him who owed many 
talents, and who are the fellow-servants who saw the one taking by the throat, and the other taken, and were 
exceedingly sorry, and represented clearly unto their own lord all that had been done. But what the truth in 
these matters is, I declare that no one can interpret unless Jesus, who explained all things to His own 
disciples privately, takes up His abode in his reason, and opens up all the treasures in the parable which are 
dark, hidden, unseen, and confirms by clear demonstrations the man whom He desires to illumine with the 
light of the knowledge of the things that are in this parable, that he may at once represent who is brought to 
the king as the debtor of many talents, and who is the other one who owes to him a hundred pence, etc.; 
whether he can be the man of sin previously mentioned, [2 Thessalonians 2:3] or the devil, or neither of 
these, but some other, whether a man, or some one of these under the sway of the devil; for it is a work of 
the wisdom of God to exhibit the things that have been prophesied concerning those who are in themselves 
of a certain nature, or have been made according to such and such qualities, whether among visible powers 
or also among some men, in whatever way they may have been written by the Holy Spirit. But as we have 
not yet received the competent mind which is able to be blended with the mind of Christ, and which is 
capable of attaining to things so great, and which is able with the Spirit to “search all things, even the deep 
things of God,” [1 Corinthians 2:10] we, forming an impression still indefinitely with regard to the matters 
in this passage, are of opinion that the wicked servant indicated by the parable who is here represented in 
regard to the debt of many talents, refers to some definite one. 
~ Origen (185-232 A.D.), Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, Book XIV

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

As a follow-up to our last...and just look at what all those poor Chinese are missing -- completely worthless 
(albeit phenomenally expensive), monopolistic, and uncompetitive junk. Do not the Chinese have 
propaganda of their own? Moreover, are we to understand Vice President Biden himself watches these and 
such films? 

http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/101614.htm
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~~~~~~*~~~~~~

America's Export (Yeah right.) 

[For Feb. 18, 2012] 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Perhaps you already knew, but I myself only learned of late that Mary Ann Lamb, sister of Charles Lamb 
and co-author of Tales From Shakespeare (1807), stabbed her mother in the heart with a kitchen knife. The 
Wikipedia article on her attributes this to Mary's suffering from Bipolar disorder. Hmmm. Myself, I am 
more inclined to think criminal spirit people played a part in inciting and inducing such an act. But then as 
you know, discussing spirit people scientifically, in light of the enormous and billion dollar profits made 
from "Harry Potter," rabid fantasy, and serial killer movies, is forbidden. For more on Mary, see 
http://studymore.org.uk/ylamb.htm

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Success may be due to merit, yes. But it may also be due to the devil. And to the degree it’s the devil, 
there's no merit in it.

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Home

The world is only so fallen as we permit. 
And if the world is fallen, 
It is because we let it.
And instead of climbing up out of the hole,
We confuse our deluded part for the whole.
You can't say there is no point, 
Because if you do, then 
What is the point of your saying so?
But evidently your kingdom is not of this world.
You who reject God, the One
As either the beginning or the end, 
And instead explain our motivations 

http://studymore.org.uk/ylamb.htm
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By how psychologically wends.
However, pray, did a utopian like you
Ever end up in this world you rue? 

After what happened all was quiet,
And no one was left in the silence.
At one time it was home,
And they left abandoning it,
And won't come back again.
And yet now the house alone
Was never itself to blame.
It had for happiness been framed.
Would that God will love it; 
Now that they are given up and gone. 

It sank into the night's sleep.
Yet the winds wildly whirred,
Whisperings secret thoughts
Which only the trees heard;
Thrashing roofs, walls rattle and shake,
Battering, rattling at the door;
Leaving the leaves to shudder in its wake.
How quiet for a moment it all is 
Until the wind returns again.
In its revels like spirits who cannot
Bring good yet who will chide our wrong,
Vagrant demons lurking
Where they should not be. 

There the poor thing was left; 
Alone, abandoned, still such a child.
She did know what happened.
Someone was supposed to've loved her.
Instead she was thrown away;
And for me to find her mad.
So I tried.
But she died.
In error, in error,
Going down, down, down. 
And thus many are forgot, 
Known only to the Lord. 

Was life, thanks to evil, 
Ever worth living?
Maybe not.
Even so, you are in no position to judge.
Yes, perhaps you are right in your despair.
Yet because life is in motion, 
How can you rightly know say? 
Can you know Time the way God knows it?
While today lies fallow,
Tomorrow's another field,
In which to grow and live.
Fire warms, earth holds, 
Water carries, air lifts.
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Love seeps in. 
Not the way you want or need it now,
But it seeks to reach you all the same.
Looking out from the place everlasting, 
And to know those who've died are safe;
Where no strife can touch them more. 

Life as they say is a journey.
You can say this, you can say that.
But whatever you say, 
You still have to go it.
We do what we can;
We can't hold ourselves to more
Or fuss about what can't be helped.
And yet there is hope in honest truth; 
Which devils cannot darken or liars dampen.
Be then in it calm and still as the moon
And proceed majestically like the stars. 

When Abram left the Chaldeess, 
Moving past the desert sea, 
What was he fleeing?
Could he have foreseen
His effect on what was to be?
All he knew
Was that he was striking out
To something new. 

A new place to live
Where he could be true 
By all means.
The ideal is all that's real. All the rest, 
Including even Nature, are its flimsy shade; 
Ever manipulated by others or ourselves.
Flesh dies, but the Spirit will go on. 
You are not the Light. But be as a mirror, 
And reflect it to others, and this retain:
Somewhere someone joys in the peace you crave;
Be patient then your soul to save. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Sure, at first and originally he was a human being. But that was a long time ago.

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

So you arrive at the proverbial pearly gates, and the proverbial St. Peter asks you to list the ten 
commandments, the names of the twelve tribes of Israel, and all of the twelve apostles. Can you do it?

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

This song came up, but I just had to find something different...And didn't I!

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HP6k5HXnuj0
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["Cher- Fire & Rain"]

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Can't wait for the premiere of the soon to be released "Billionaire Bum." (Now how's that for politically 
incorrect?)

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Deny him his assumptions, and if you are as obdurate and intractable as he is, you can sooner or later take 
the wind out of the demonist's seemingly imperturbable self-assurance.

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

[ch. 8]...Let it be granted, then, that, as in the case of Job, the Father first delivered up the Son to the 
opposing powers, and that then they delivered Him up into the hands of men, among which men Judas also 
was, into whom after the sop [i.e., dipping in the cup, John 13:27] Satan entered, who delivered Him up in 
a more authoritative manner than Judas. But take care lest on comparing together the delivering up of the 
Son by the Father to the opposing powers, with the delivering up of the Saviour by them into the hands of 
men, you should think that what is called the delivering up is the same in the case of both. For understand 
that the Father in His love of men delivered Him up for us all; but the opposing powers, when they 
delivered up the Saviour into the hands of men, did not intend to deliver Him up for the salvation of some, 
but, as far as in them lay, since none of them knew “the wisdom of God which was hidden in a mystery,” [1 
Corinthians 2:7-8] they gave Him up to be put to death, that His enemy death might receive Him under its 
subjection, like those who die in Adam; [1 Corinthians 15:22] and also the men who slew Him did so, as 
they were moulded after the will of those who wished indeed that Jesus should become subject to death. I 
have deemed it necessary also to examine into these things, because that when Jesus was delivered up into 
the hands of men, He was not delivered up by men into the hands of men, but by powers to whom the 
Father delivered up His Son for us all, and in the very act of His being delivered up, and coming under the 
power of those to whom He was delivered up, destroying him that has the power of death; for “through 
death He brought to nought him that has the power of death, that is, the devil, and delivered all them who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” [Hebrews 2:14-15] 

[ch. 16] But first we may expound it in simple fashion. One, expounding the word of the Saviour here after 
the simple method, might say that, if any one who is a man mortifies the lusts of manhood, putting to death 
by the spirit the deeds of the body, and “always bearing about in the body the putting to death of Jesus,” [2 
Corinthians 4:10] to such a degree that he has the condition of the little child who has not tasted sensual 
pleasures, and has had no conception of the impulses of manhood, then such an one is converted, and has 
become as the little children. And the greater the advance he has made towards the condition of the little 
children in regard to such emotions, by so much the more as compared with those who are in training and 
have not advanced to so great a height of self-control, is he the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. But that 
which has been said about little children in respect of lustful pleasures, the same might also be said in 
regard to the rest of the affections and infirmities and sicknesses of the soul, into which it is not the nature 
of little children to fall, who have not yet fully attained to the possession of reason; as, for example, that, if 
any one be converted, and, though a man, such an one becomes as a child in respect of anger; and, as is the 
child in relation to grief, so that sometimes he laughs and plays at the very time that his father or mother or 
brother is dead, he who is converted would become such an one as little children; and, having received 
from the Word a disposition incapable of grief, so that he becomes like the little child in regard to grief. 
And the like you will say about what is called pleasure, in regard to which the wicked are irrationally lifted 
up, from which little children do not suffer, nor such as have been converted and become as little children. 
As, then, it has been accurately demonstrated also by others, that no passion is incident to the little children 
who have not yet attained to full possession of reason; and if no passion, clearly fear also; but, if there be 
anything corresponding to the passions, these are faint, and very quickly suppressed, and healed in the case 
of little children, so that he is worthy of love, who, being converted as the little children, has reached such a 
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point as to have, as it were, his passions in subjection like the little children. And with regard to fear, 
therefore, similar things to those spoken might be conceived, that the little children do not experience the 
fear of the wicked, but a different thing, to which those who have an accurate knowledge of questions in 
regard to the passions and their names give the name of fear; as, for example, in the case of children there is 
a forgetfulness of their evils at the very time of their tears, for they change in a moment, and laugh and play 
along with those who were thought to grieve and terrify them, but in truth had wrought in them no such 
emotion. So too, moreover, one will humble himself like the little child which Jesus called; for neither 
haughtiness, nor conceit in respect of noble birth, or wealth, or any of those things which are thought to be 
good, but are not, comes to a little child. Wherefore you may see those who are not altogether infants, up to 
three or four years of age, like to those who are of mean birth, though they may seem to be of noble birth, 
and not appearing at all to love rich children rather than the poor. If, therefore, in the same way as 
according to their age children are affected towards those passions which exalt the senseless, the disciple of 
Jesus under the influence of reason has humbled himself like the little child which Jesus showed, not being 
exalted because of vainglory, nor puffed up on the ground of wealth, or raiment, nor elated because of 
noble birth, in particular are they to be received and imitated in the name of Jesus, who have been 
converted as the Word showed, like the little child which Jesus took to Him; since especially in such the 
Christ is, and therefore He says, “Whosoever shall receive one such little child in My name receives Me.” 
[Matthew 18:5] 

[ch. 21] But if any one seems to be called a disciple, but yet is of the world, because of his loving the 
world, and the things therein—I mean, the life in the place round about the earth, and the property in it, or 
the possessions, or any form of wealth whatsoever—so that the saying, “they are not of the world,” [John 
17:16] does not fit him; to him, as being really of the world, shall come that which happens to the world, 
the “woe, because of occasions of stumbling.” But let him who wishes to avoid this woe not be a lover of 
life, but let him say with Paul, “The world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” [Galatians 6:14] For 
the saints while “in the tabernacle, do groan being burdened” [2 Corinthians 5:4] with “the body of 
humiliation,” and do all things that they may become worthy to be found in the mystery of the resurrection, 
when God shall fashion anew the body of humiliation not of all, but of those who have been truly made 
disciples to Christ, so that it may be conformed to the body of the glory of Christ. [Philippians 3:21] For as 
none of the “woes” happen to any of the disciples of Christ, so does not this “woe, because of occasions of 
stumbling;” for, supposing that thousands of occasions should arise, they shall not touch those who are no 
longer of the world. But if any one, because of his faith wanting ballast, and the instability of his 
submission in regard to the Word of God, is capable of being caused to stumble, let him know that he is not 
called by Jesus His disciple. Now we must suppose that so many stumbling-blocks come, that, as a result, 
the woes extend not to some parts of the earth, but to the whole “world” which is in it. 

[ch. 23] Next we must test accurately the meaning of the word “necessity” in the passage, “ For there is a 
necessity that the occasions come,” [Matthew 18:7] and to the like effect in Luke, “It is 'inadmissible' but 
that occasions of stumbling should come,” [Luke 18:1] instead of “impossible.” And as it is necessary that 
that which is mortal should die, and it is impossible but that it should die, and as it must needs be that he 
who is in the body should be fed, for it is impossible for one who is not fed to live, so it is necessary and 
impossible but that occasions of stumbling should arise, since there is a necessity also that wickedness 
should exist before virtue in men, from which wickedness stumbling-blocks arise; for it is impossible that a 
man should be found altogether sinless, and who, without sin, has attained to virtue. For the wickedness in 
the evil powers, which is the primal source of the wickedness among men, is altogether eager to work 
through certain instruments against the men in the world. And perhaps also the wicked powers are more 
exasperated when they are cast out by the word of Jesus, and their worship is lessened, their customary 
sacrifices not being offered unto them; and there is a necessity that these offenses come; but there is no 
necessity that they should come through any particular one; wherefore the “woe” falls on the man through 
whom the stumbling-block comes, as he has given a place to the wicked power whose purpose it is to 
create a stumbling-block. But do not suppose that by nature, and from constitution, there are certain 
stumbling-blocks which seek out men through whom they come; for as God did not make death, so neither 
did He create stumbling-blocks; but free-will begot the stumbling-blocks in some who did not wish to 
endure toils for virtue.
~ Origen (185-232 A.D.), Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, Book XIII

http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/101613.htm
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~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Deeds which God permits but does not encourage are not acts or actions of God, and are, by definition, the 
acts of someone else. So that if there are such acts, then not all acts that occur can be ascribed to or are the 
result of Divine Providence.

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6IvKTspkhnw

["Herb Alpert - Mexican Shuffle "]

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Scientific or political progress without moral progress is no progress. And it wasn't religion that failed 
Western civilization; instead it was that part of religion which abandoned morals in favor of spirit people 
magic and supernaturalism; thus discrediting religion.

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Lying and deception, taken casually, are forms of spiritual pollution, and the more their use increases, the 
dirtier and more befouled society becomes; thus putting it at risk of more and other sicknesses -- such as 
corruption, violent crime, and sundry kinds of injustice. In short, if you can't get rid of brazen falsehood, 
hell and damnation, what good is all the rest of it?

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

"Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they 
shall be like wool." ~ Isaiah 1:18 

Allowing for the viciously brutal, harsh, and maligned sort of life he's been forced to live for decades now, 
Charles Manson, if you happen to follow his website, has developed into an at times powerful free verse 
poet and ecological visionary. True, the guy is beat up as badly as you would expect him to be, and his 
writing suffers from the occasional and incomprehensible rant. Yet there is something touching and 
admirable in his surmounting the many challenges that have been dumped on him, and in the midst of all 
the chaos and abuse, he manages not infrequently to be one of the most eloquent and deeply profound LIFE 
spokesmen of our time. 

For more, see: 

http://www.mansondirect.com/

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

The danger is not so much in their being insincere, dishonest, hypocritical, and or hardly rational; nor even 
in their possessing unimaginable wealth, power, and privilege. The problem rather is their being in a 
position to force themselves on and dictate to the lives of others who, for obvious and understandable 
reason, want nothing to do with them. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Someone I know on Face Book posted this quotation. 

http://www.mansondirect.com/
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"'Grace is given not because we have done good works, but in order that we may be able to do them.' ~St. 
Augustine" 

To which I responded: 

Yes, but if a person isn't doing good works then they evidently are not very well off in grace. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

I noticed this was yanked off YouTube; which is a real shame because the video it came from is very funny 
and no less enjoyable and pathos and mirth filled as the music itself. In case then you missed it from 
earlier...(and download it while you still can using the URL:)

See: http://www.mn-hp.com/Sheena-Easton_Morning-Train_Vancouver-2008.mp3

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

[ch. 4] “Again the kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid.” 
[Matthew 13:44] The former parables He spoke to the multitudes; but this and the two which follow it, 
which are not parables but similitudes in relation to the kingdom of heaven, He seems to have spoken to 
the disciples when in the house. In regard to this and the next two, let him who “gives heed to reading” [1 
Timothy 4:13] inquire whether they are parables at all. In the case of the latter the Scripture does not 
hesitate to attach in each case the name of parable; but in the present case it has not done so; and that 
naturally. For if He spoke to the multitudes in parables, and “spoke all these things in parables, and without 
a parable spoke nothing to them,” [Matthew 13:34] but on going to the house He discourses not to the 
multitudes but to the disciples who came to Him there, manifestly the things spoken in the house were not 
parables: for, to them that are without, even to those to whom “it is not given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven,” [Matthew 13:11] He speaks in parables. Some one will then say, If they are not really 
parables, what are they? Shall we then say in keeping with the diction of the Scripture that they are 
similitudes (comparisons)? Now a similitude differs from a parable; for it is written in Mark, “To what 
shall we compare the kingdom of God, or in what parable shall we set it forth?” [Mark 4:30] From this it is 
plain that there is a difference between a similitude and a parable. The similitude seems to be generic, and 
the parable specific. And perhaps also as the similitude, which is the highest genus of the parable, contains 
the parable as one of its species, so it contains that particular form of similitude which has the same name 
as the genus. This is the case with other words as those skilled in the giving of many names have observed; 
who say that “impulse” is the highest genus of many species, as, for example, of “disinclination” and 
“inclination,” and say that, in the case of the species which has the same name as the genus, “inclination” is 
taken in opposition to and in distinction from “disinclination.” 

[ch. 7] “Again the kingdom of heaven is like a man that is a merchant seeking goodly pearls.” [Matthew 
13:45] There are many merchants engaged in many forms of merchandise, but not to any one of these is the 
kingdom of heaven like, but only to him who is seeking goodly pearls, and has found one equal in value to 
many, a very costly pearl which he has bought in place of many. I consider it reasonable, then, to make 
some inquiry into the nature of the pearl. Be careful however to note, that Christ did not say, “He sold all 
the pearls that he had,” for he sold not only those which one seeking goodly pearls had bought, but also 
everything which he had, in order to buy that goodly pearl. We find then in those who write on the subject 
of stones, with regard to the nature of the pearl, that some pearls are found by land, and some in the sea. 
The land pearls are produced among the Indians [of Asia] only, being fitted for signet-rings and collets and 
necklaces; and the sea pearls, which are superior, are found among the same Indians, the best being 
produced in the Red Sea. The next best pearls are those taken from the sea at Britain; and those of the third 
quality, which are inferior not only to the first but to the second, are those found at Bosporus off Scythia. 
Concerning the Indian pearl these things further are said. They are found in mussels, like in nature to very 
large spiral snail-shells; and these are described as in troops making the sea their pasture-ground, as if 
under the guidance of some leader, conspicuous in colour and size, and different from those under him, so 
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that he has an analogous position to what is called the queen of the bees. And likewise, in regard to the 
fishing for the best— that is, those in India— the following is told. The natives surround with nets a large 
circle of the shore, and dive down, exerting themselves to seize that one of them all which is the leader; for 
they say that, when this one is captured, the catching of the troop subject to it costs no trouble, as not one of 
those in the troop remains stationary, but as if bound by a thong follows the leader of the troop. It is said 
also that the formation of the pearls in India requires periods of time, the creature undergoing many 
changes and alterations until it is perfected. And it is further reported that the shell -- I mean, the shell of 
the animal which bears the pearl -- opens and gapes, as it were, and being opened receives into itself the 
dew of heaven; when it is filled with dew pure and untroubled, it becomes illumined and brings forth a 
large and well-formed pearl; but if at any time it receives dew darkened, or uneven, or in winter, it 
conceives a pearl cloudy and disfigured with spots. And this we also find that if it be intercepted by 
lightning when it is on the way towards the completion of the stone with which it is pregnant, it closes, and, 
as it were in terror, scatters and pours forth its offspring, so as to form what are called “physemata.” And 
sometimes, as if premature, they are born small, and are somewhat cloudy though well-formed. As 
compared with the others the Indian pearl has these features. It is white in colour, like to silver in 
transparency, and shines through as with a radiance somewhat greenish yellow, and as a rule is round in 
form; it is also of tender skin, and more delicate than it is the nature of a stone to be; so it is delightful to 
behold, worthy to be celebrated among the more notable, as he who wrote on the subject of stones used to 
say. And this is also a mark of the best pearl, to be rounded off on the outer surface, very white in colour, 
very translucent, and very large in size. So much about the Indian pearl. But that found in Britain, they say, 
is of a golden tinge, but somewhat cloudy, and duller in sparkle. And that which is found in the strait of 
Bosporus is darker than that of Britain, and livid, and perfectly dim, soft and small. And that which is 
produced in the strait of Bosporus is not found in the “pinna” which is the pearl-bearing species of shells, 
but in what are called mussels; and their habitat -- I mean those at Bosporus -- is in the marshes. There is 
also said to be a fourth class of pearls in Acarnania in the “pinnae” of oysters. These are not greatly sought 
after, but are irregular in form, and perfectly dark and foul in colour; and there are others also different 
from these in the same Acarnania which are cast away on every ground. 

[ch. 8] Now, having collected these things out of dissertations about stones, I say that the Saviour with a 
knowledge of the difference of pearls, of which some are in kind goodly and others worthless, said, “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a man that is a merchant seeking goodly pearls;” [Matthew 13:45] for, if some of 
the pearls had not been worthless, it would not have been said, “to a man seeking goodly pearls.” Now 
among the words of all kinds which profess to announce truth, and among those who report them, he seeks 
pearls. And let the prophets be, so to speak, the mussels which conceive the dew of heaven, and become 
pregnant with the word of truth from heaven, the goodly pearls which, according to the phrase here set 
forth, the merchantman seeks. And the leader of the pearls, on the finding of which the rest are found with 
it, is the very costly pearl, the Christ of God, the Word which is superior to the precious letters and thoughts 
in the law and the prophets, on the finding of which also all the rest are easily taken. And the Saviour holds 
converse with all the disciples, as merchant-men who are not only seeking the goodly pearls but who have 
found them and possess them, when He says, “Cast not your pearls before swine.” [Matthew 7:6] Now it is 
manifest that these things were said to the disciples from that which is prefixed to His words, “And seeing 
the multitudes He went up into the mountain, and when He had sat down His disciples came unto Him;” 
[Matthew 5:1] for, in the course of those words, He said, “Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither 
cast your pearls before the swine.” [Matthew 7:6] Perhaps, then, he is not a disciple of Christ, who does not 
possess pearls or the very costly pearl, the pearls, I mean, which are goodly; not the cloudy, nor the 
darkened, such as the words of the heterodox, which are brought forth not at the sunrise, but at the sunset or 
in the north, if it is necessary to take also into the comparison those things on account of which we found a 
difference in the pearls which are produced in different places. And perhaps the muddy words and the 
heresies which are bound up with works of the flesh, are the darkened pearls, and those which are produced 
in the marshes, not goodly pearls. 

[ch. 15] Now since “every scribe who has been made a disciple to the kingdom of heaven is like a man that 
is a householder who brings forth out of his treasury things new and old,” [Matthew 13:52] it clearly 
follows, by “conversion of the proposition,” as it is called, that every one who does not bring forth out of 
his treasury things new and old, is not a scribe who has been made a disciple unto the kingdom of heaven. 
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We must endeavour, therefore, in every way to gather in our heart, “by giving heed to reading, to 
exhortation, to teaching,” [1 Timothy 4:13] and by “meditating in the law of the Lord day and night,” not 
only the new oracles of the Gospels and of the Apostles and their Revelation, but also the old things in the 
law “which has the shadow of the good things to come,” [Hebrews 10:1] and in the prophets who 
prophesied in accordance with them. And these things will be gathered together, when we also read and 
know, and remembering them, compare at a fitting time things spiritual with spiritual, not comparing things 
that cannot be compared with one another, but things which admit of comparison, and which have a certain 
likeness of diction signifying the same thing, and of thoughts and of opinions, so that by the mouth of two 
or three or more witnesses [Matthew 18:16] from the Scripture, we may establish and confirm every word 
of God. By means of them also we must refute those who, as far as in them lies, cleave in two the Godhead 
and cut off the New from the Old, so that they are far removed from likeness to the householder who brings 
forth out of his treasury things new and old... 

[ch. 17]...And to so great a reputation among the people for righteousness did [from] this James [the Just, 
also "the Less," son of Alphaeus] arise, that Flavius Josephus, who wrote the “Antiquities of the Jews” in 
twenty books, when wishing to exhibit the cause why the people suffered so great misfortunes that even the 
temple was razed to the ground, said, that these things happened to them in accordance with the wrath of 
God in consequence of the things which they had dared to do against James the brother of Jesus who is 
called Christ. And the wonderful thing is, that, though he did not accept Jesus as Christ, he yet gave 
testimony that the righteousness of James was so great; and he says that the people thought that they had 
suffered these things because of James. And Jude, who wrote a letter of few lines, it is true, but filled with 
the healthful words of heavenly grace, said in the preface, “Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ and the brother 
of James.” [Jude 1] With regard to Joseph and Simon we have nothing to tell; but the saying, “And His 
sisters are they not all with us,” [Matthew 13:56] seems to me to signify something of this nature -- they 
mind our things, not those of Jesus, and have no unusual portion of surpassing wisdom as Jesus has. And 
perhaps by these things is indicated a new doubt concerning Him, that Jesus was not a man but something 
diviner, inasmuch as He was, as they supposed, the son of Joseph and Mary, and the brother of four, and of 
the others -- the women -- as well, and yet had nothing like to any one of His kindred, and had not from 
education and teaching come to such a height of wisdom and power. For they also say elsewhere, “How 
knows this man letters having never learned?” [John 7:15] which is similar to what is here said. Only, 
though they say these things and are so perplexed and astonished, they did not believe, but were offended 
in Him; as if they had been mastered in the eyes of their mind by the powers which, in the time of the 
passion, He was about to lead in triumph on the cross. 

[ch. 18]...Now if any one who attends carefully to these things be hated and attacked, because of his living 
with rigorous austerity, and his reproof of sinners, as a man who is persecuted and reproached for the sake 
of righteousness, he will not only not be grieved, but will rejoice and be exceeding glad, being assured that, 
because of these things, he has great reward in heaven from Him who likened him to the prophets on the 
ground of his having suffered the same things. Therefore, he who zealously imitates the prophetic life, and 
attains to the spirit which was in them, must be dishonoured in the world, and in the eyes of sinners, to 
whom the life of the righteous man is a burden. 
~ Origen (185-232 A.D.), Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, Book X

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VznpYR6OvAM

["David Bowie. Ray Davies. Waterloo Sunset"]

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Because honesty, rationality, and basic morals prevail less in life than they should and ought to, it is 
necessary as a matter of course that effectually all and anyone be at some point degraded and debased. Now 

http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/101610.htm
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there are two kinds of degradation to choose from: either (1) being beat up by someone else (i.e., crucified), 
and or (2) becoming one of them. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Under the present management, it reminds me of all those (hypocritical) jokes they make about North 
Korea. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

*Earlier, and several occasions otherwise, I expressed my own personal view that some portions of the 
Bible are or may have been tampered with at some point. Well, just yesterday, I came across a good 
candidate for such in this passage from Mark* 11:12-22: 

(* Believed by modern Biblical scholars to be the historically first of the four gospels.) 

12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 
13 Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he 
found nothing but leaves, BECAUSE IT WAS NOT THE SEASON FOR FIGS. 
14 Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it. 
15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving out those who were buying 
and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves,
16 and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts.
17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all 
nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’” 
18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill him, for they 
feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. 
19 When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city. 
20 In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots.
21 Peter remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!” 
22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 
23 “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt 
in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. 
24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be 
yours.
25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in 
heaven may forgive you your sins.”

The story of Jesus cursing the fig tree has so baffled commentators over the ages that you will scarce find 
any credible explication of it. Meanwhile, I noticed at one self-professed atheist website that this fig tree 
story is one more proof that Christ, the Bible, and or Christian teachings are clearly false, confused, and 
untrustworthy in their message. 

Adopting for the moment this idea of after the fact interpolation and possible tampering, let's remove the 
very awkward phrase (and which I capitalized for emphasis): "BECAUSE IT WAS NOT THE SEASON 
FOR FIGS." 

Now read the passage, and you can see the story makes immeasurably more sense. 
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But since it takes place at the time of Jesus coming to Jerusalem at the time of Passover, it is inferred that, 
yes, the events described did take place at or near early Spring -- a time when the tree indeed would/could 
not have born fruit. And yet if the story, even though (let's say) true in fact, was for bad motives 
subsequently and wrongly inserted in this portion of the text pertaining to the time of Passover, it would 
lead one to think the phrase "because it was not the season for figs" did harmonize with the time of the 
event. In a word, consider how by such relatively slight modification and rearrangement the story and its 
meaning are radically changed, and consequently rendered preposterous and inexplicable. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KErhGIHDHy0

["Born Free - Mighty Sparrow and Byron Lee"] 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Where then is there a single honest, rational, and intelligent person who is in awe of and takes these spirit 
people seriously? I defy you to find or name even one. And that one cannot be found is undeniable proof 
that the entire, perhaps global, empire of the secret oaf and the ghoulish magician is built and rest standing 
upon the lives and credibility of so many childish persons and fools. (As for their heaven, I've seen it, and 
take my word for it, it's a lot of junk.)

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

You've seen and heard all the hype plastered over YouTube of late. Here then to give you the straight up is 
Snoogans460.

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGV40QuGioU

["AXE 'ANARCHY' Body Spray (REVIEW)"]

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

[ch. 4] In the case I have supposed where the historians desire to teach us by an image what they have seen 
in their mind, their meaning would be found, if the four were wise, to exhibit no disagreement; and we 
must understand that with the four Evangelists it is not otherwise. They made full use for their purpose of 
things done by Jesus in the exercise of His wonderful and extraordinary power; they use in the same way 
His sayings, and in some places they tack on to their writing, with language apparently implying things of 
sense, things made manifest to them in a purely intellectual way. I do not condemn them if they even 
sometimes dealt freely with things which to the eye of history happened differently, and changed them so 
as to subserve the mystical aims they had in view; so as to speak of a thing which happened in a certain 
place, as if it had happened in another, or of what took place at a certain time, as if it had taken place at 
another time, and to introduce into what was spoken in a certain way some changes of their own. They 
proposed to speak the truth where it was possible both materially and spiritually, and where this was not 
possible it was their intention to prefer the spiritual to the material. The spiritual truth was often preserved, 
as one might say, in the material falsehood. As, for example, we might judge of the story of Jacob and 
Esau. [Genesis xxvii] Jacob says to Isaac, “I am Esau your firstborn son,” and spiritually he spoke the truth, 
for he already partook of the rights of the first-born, which were perishing in his brother, and clothing 
himself with the goatskins he assumed the outward semblance of Esau, and was Esau all but the voice 
praising God, so that Esau might afterward find a place to receive a blessing. For if Jacob had not been 
blessed as Esau, neither would Esau perhaps have been able to receive a blessing of his own. And Jesus too 
is many things, according to the conceptions of Him, of which it is quite likely that the Evangelists took up 
different notions; while yet they were in agreement with each other in the different things they wrote... 
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[ch. 5] On the same passage one may also make use of such an example as that of Paul, who at one place 
[Romans 7:14] says that he is carnal, sold under sin, and thus was not able to judge anything, while in 
another place he is the spiritual man who is able to judge all things and himself to be judged by no man. Of 
the carnal one are the words, “Not what I would that do I practise, but what I hate that do I.” And he too 
who was caught up to the third heaven and heard unspeakable words is a different Paul from him who says, 
Of such an one I will glory, but of myself I will not glory. If he becomes [1 Corinthians 9:20-22] to the 
Jews as a Jew that he may gain the Jews, and to those under the law as under the law that he may gain those 
under the law, and to them that are without law as without law, not being without law to God, but under 
law to Christ, that he may gain those without law, and if to the weak he becomes weak that he may gain the 
weak, it is clear that these statements must be examined each by itself, that he becomes a Jew, and that 
sometimes he is under the law and at another time without law, and that sometimes he is weak. Where, for 
example, he says something by way of permission [1 Corinthians 7:6] and not by commandment, there we 
may recognize that he is weak; for who, he says, [2 Corinthians 11:29] is weak, and I am not weak? When 
he shaves his head and makes an offering, or when he circumcises Timothy [Acts 16:3], he is a Jew; but 
when he says to the Athenians, [Acts 17:23] “I found an altar with the inscription, To the unknown God. 
That, then, which you worship not knowing it, that declare I unto you,” and, “As also some of your own 
poets have said, For we also are His offspring,” then he becomes to those without the law as without the 
law, adjuring the least religious of men to espouse religion, and turning to his own purpose the saying of
the poet, “From Love do we begin; his race are we.” And instances might perhaps be found where, to men 
not Jews and yet under the law, he is under the law. 

[ch. 16] ...To think, moreover, of the Son of God taking the small cords in His hands and plaiting a scourge 
out of them for this driving out from the temple, does it not bespeak audacity and temerity and even some 
measure of lawlessness? One refuge remains for the writer who wishes to defend these things and is 
minded to treat the occurrence as real history, namely, to appeal to the divine nature of Jesus, who was able 
to quench, when He desired to do so, the rising anger of His foes, by divine grace to get the better of 
myriads, and to scatter the devices of tumultuous men; for “the Lord scatters the counsels of the nations and 
brings to naught devices of the peoples, but the counsel of the Lord abides for ever.” Thus the occurrence in 
our passage, if it really took place, was not second in point of the power it exhibits to any even of the most 
marvellous works Christ wrought, and claimed no less by its divine character the faith of the beholders. 
One may show it to be a greater work than that done at Cana of Galilee in the turning of water into wine; 
for in that case it was only soulless matter that was changed, but here it was the soul and will of thousands 
of men. It is, however, to be observed that at the marriage the mother of Jesus is said to be there, and Jesus 
to have been invited and His disciples, but that no one but Jesus is said to have descended to Capernaum. 
His disciples, however, appear afterwards as present with Him; they remembered that “the zeal of your 
house shall devour me.” And perhaps Jesus was in each of the disciples as He ascended to Jerusalem, 
whence it is not said, Jesus went up to “Jerusalem and His disciples,” but He went down to Capernaum, 
“He and His mother and His brothers and His disciples.” 

[ch. 28]...We ought to notice certainly that “many” are said to believe, not in Him, but in His name. Now, 
those who believe in Him are those who walk in the straight and narrow way [Matthew 7:14], which leads 
to life, and which is found by few. It may well be, however, that many of those who believe in His name 
will sit down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, the Father's house, in which are 
many mansions. And it is to be noted that the many who believe in His name do not believe in the same 
way as Andrew does, and Peter, and Nathanael, and Philip. These believe the testimony of John when he 
says, “Behold the Lamb of God,” or they believe in Christ as found by Andrew, or Jesus saying to Philip, 
“Follow Me,” or Philip saying, “We have found Him of whom Moses and the prophets did write, Jesus the 
Son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Those, on the other hand, of whom we now speak, “believed in His name, 
beholding His signs which He did.” And as they believe the signs and not in Him but in His name, Jesus 
“did not trust Himself to them, because He knew all men, and needed not that any should testify of man, 
because He knew what is in every man.” 

[ch. 30] It may also be asked what signs those many saw Him do who believed on Him, for it is not 
recorded that He did any signs at Jerusalem, though some may have been done which are not recorded. One 
may, however, consider if what He did may be called signs, when He made a scourge of small cords, and 
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cast them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen, and poured out the changers' money, and 
overthrew the tables. As for those who suppose that it was only about men that He had no need of 
witnesses, it has to be said that the Evangelist attributes to Him two things, that He knew all beings, and 
that He had no need that any one should testify of man. If He knew all beings, then He knew not only men 
but the beings above men, all beings who are without such bodies as ours; and He knew what was in man, 
since He was greater than those who reproved and judged by prophesying, and who brought to the light the 
secret things of the hearts of those whom the Spirit suggested to them to be thus dealt with. The words, “He 
knew what was in man,” could also be taken as referring to the powers, better or worse, which work in 
men. For if any one gives place to the devil, Satan enters into him; thus did Judas give place, and thus did 
the devil put it in his heart to betray Jesus, and “after the sop,” therefore, “the devil entered into him.” [John 
13:2-27] But if any one gives place to God, he becomes blessed; for blessed is the man whose help is from 
God, and the ascent is in his heart from God. You know what is in man, Thou who know all things, O Son 
of God. And now that our tenth book has come to be large enough we will here pause in our theme. 
~ Origen (185-232 A.D.), Commentary on the Gospel of John, Book X

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Today I told him flat out that if he doesn't clean up his act, he can expect to end up like Mussolini.

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Rest assured, honors bestowed by liars and fools are no honor.

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

That my enemies are so bad is some consolation to me; insofar that it can only make me look good (by 
comparison.) But I.O.U.s from (their) heaven -- what is this but so much nothing? A more wise person of 
faith already and usually (if not, given human frailty and doubt, strictly speaking always) has assurance of 
heaven and the vindication of morality, holy devotion, and right reason within, and doesn't require more 
proof of God than this (including "proof" of an after life.) Moreover, if these spirit people are so great and 
wonderful as some are so completely convinced they are, how come not a single intelligent person (unless 
out of scientific interest and or out of pure charity) wants to have anything to do with them? 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

In one sense at least (and leaving aside the question otherwise of the purity of his intentions), Robespierre 
judged quite correctly. For he and his party, it truly had become a matter of either kill or be killed. The 
following is an audio excerpt from Will and Ariel Durant's Age of Napoleon.

See: http://www.gunjones.com/durant-AN.mp3

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nU2jqIRjJVI&feature=related

["Star Wars is SOOO Much Better than Star Trek" -- Carrie Fisher discusses tongue-in-cheek controversy 
with William Shatner, Nov. 2011] 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

The magician conceded to me that, no and despite his long (indeed interminable) career, he's never met 
Elijah.

http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/101510.htm
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~~~~~~*~~~~~~

[For Jan. 23, 2012] This is progress of a kind, I'll grant you. Yet I will be even more and fully convinced of 
the government's sincerity when they finally get around to outlawing the use of brain torture radios by 
private interests. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

"We'll murder all these people and animals, see...And we'll be rich, I tell you! Rich!"

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GjbDYU-ryyc

["Duran Duran - Friends of Mine (Fox Theater Pomona Apr 14, 2011)"] 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

[ch. 2]...If, then, God is not ashamed to be called the God of these men, and if they are counted by Christ 
among the living, and if all believers are sons of Abraham, [Romans 4:11] since all the Gentiles are blessed 
with faithful Abraham, who is appointed by God to be a father of the Gentiles, can we hesitate to admit that 
those living persons made acquaintance with the learning of living men, and were taught by Christ who was 
born before the daystar, before He became flesh? And for this cause they lived, because they had part in 
Him who said, “I am the life,” and as the heirs of so great promises received the vision, not only of angels, 
but of God in Christ. For they saw, it may be, the image of the invisible God, since he who has seen the Son 
has seen the Father, and so they are recorded to have known God, and to have heard God's words worthily, 
and, therefore, to have seen God and heard Him. Now, I consider that those who are fully and really sons of 
Abraham are sons of his actions, spiritually understood, and of the knowledge which was made manifest to 
him. What he knew and what he did appears again in those who are his sons, as the Scripture teaches those 
who have ears to hear, [John 8:39] “If you were the children of Abraham, you would do the works of 
Abraham.” And if it is a true proverb [Proverbs 16:23] which says, “A wise man will understand that which 
proceeds from his own mouth, and on his lips he will bear prudence,” then we must at once repudiate some 
things which have been said about the prophets, as if they were not wise men, and did not understand what 
proceeded from their own mouths. We must believe what is good and true about the prophets, that they 
were sages, that they did understand what proceeded from their mouths, and that they bore prudence on 
their lips. It is clear indeed that Moses understood in his mind the truth (real or spiritual meaning) of the 
law, and the higher interpretations of the stories recorded in his books. Joshua, too, understood the meaning 
of the allotment of the land after the destruction of the nine and twenty kings, and could see better than we 
can the realities of which his achievements were the shadows. It is clear, too, that Isaiah saw the mystery of 
Him who sat upon the throne, and of the two seraphim, and of the veiling of their faces and their feet, and 
of their wings, and of the altar and of the tongs. Ezekiel, too, understood the true significance of the 
cherubim and of their goings, and of the firmament that was above them, and of Him that sat on the throne, 
than all which what could be loftier or more splendid? I need not enter into more particulars; the point I aim 
at establishing is clear enough already, namely, that those who were made perfect in earlier generations 
knew not less than the Apostles did of what Christ revealed to them, since the same teacher was with them 
as He who revealed to the Apostles the unspeakable mysteries of godliness. I will add but a few points, and 
then leave it to the reader to judge and to form what views he pleases on this subject. Paul says in his 
Epistle to the Romans, [Romans 16:25] “Now, to him who is able to establish you according to my Gospel, 
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according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept in silence through times eternal, but is now 
made manifest by the prophetic Scriptures and the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ.” For if the mystery 
concealed of old is made manifest to the Apostles through the prophetic writings, and if the prophets, being 
wise men, understood what proceeded from their own mouths, then the prophets knew what was made 
manifest to the Apostles. But to many it was not revealed, as Paul says, [Ephesians 3:5] “In other 
generations it was not made known to the sons of men as it has now been revealed unto His holy Apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit, that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs and members of the same body.” Here an 
objection may be raised by those who do not share the view we have propounded; and it becomes of 
importance to define what is meant by the word “revealed”...
The passage, “Many prophets and righteous men desired to see the things ye see and did not see them; and 
to hear the things ye hear and did not hear them,” may be interpreted in the same way. They also desired to 
see the mystery of the incarnation of the Son of God, and of His coming down to carry out the design of 
His suffering for the salvation of many, actually put in operation. This may be illustrated from another 
quarter. Suppose one of the Apostles to have understood the “unspeakable words which it is not lawful for 
a man to utter,” [2 Corinthians 12:4] but not to witness the glorious bodily appearing of Jesus* to the 
faithful which is promised, although He desired to see it and suppose another had not only not marked and 
seen what that Apostle marked and saw, but had a much feebler grasp of the divine hope, and yet is present 
at the second coming of our Saviour, which the Apostle, as in the parallel above, had desired, but had not 
seen. We shall not err from the truth if we say that both of these have seen what the Apostle, or indeed the 
Apostles, desired to see, and yet that they are not on that account to be deemed wiser or more blessed than 
the Apostles. In the same way, also, the Apostles are not to be deemed wiser than the fathers, or than Moses 
and the prophets, than those in fact who, for their virtue, were found worthy of epiphanies and of divine 
manifestations and of revelations of mysteries. 

[ch. 3]...For Christ is found in every saint, and so from the one Christ there come to be many Christs, 
imitators of Him and formed after Him who is the image of God; whence God says through the prophet, 
“Touch not my Christs.” Thus we have explained in passing the passage which we appeared to have 
omitted from our exposition, viz.: “Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ;” and we have also shown 
that the words belong to John the Baptist and form part of his testimony to the Son of God. 
~ Origen (185-232 A.D.), Commentary on the Gospel of John, Book VI

* Note. In another portion of text found in his commentary on Matthew (Book XII, chs. 36-39) and 
pertaining to the transfiguration, Origen reminds us that to see Christ bodily is to see Logos or the Word or 
Reason bodily. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Saw It On the Net

The "actual" world presumably implies the world according to whose governance. People speak of the 
"actual" world, and yet it is forbidden to discuss spirit people seriously and scientifically, and who are the 
primary source of all the worst cruelty, injustice, and evil -- so what then after all is actual or real about 
such conceptions of life which cannot even deal with what is actually going on? (Love the wires in the head 
thing.) 

http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/101506.htm
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~~~~~~*~~~~~~

For a great World War II movie, which if you have the time (at 1 hour 22 mins.), try "Then There Were 
Three" (1960). The surprise ending is a bit too abrupt after all the drawn out suspense, but there's some 
latent symbolism here, in all, going on; not, as some will feel, without its current relevance; and simply put 
-- I know the feeling. 

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jM_hHFFCxng

["Then There Were Three (1961)"]

Later. And for a wartime, War Dept. WW2 documentary like few others for keeping your attention, and 
which we frankly can't pass up the opportunity to at least make mention of also:
"Operations On The Aircraft Carrier USS Yorktown (CV-10) 1944"

~~~~~*~~~~~~

Among the very worst victims are children, young people, and animals who've been born within the last 30-
20 years; in what has proved to be such a truly wretched, goatee and tattoo-ridden, soul-less, and miserable 
era as any ever lived through or witnessed (the gospels use the phrase "evil generation;" which seems 
appropriate here.) It is so touching: the poor child, the well-meaning young person, they want to do what's 
right; they want to do their fair share, be part of the family and help, to love and be loved -- but there's one 
problem. The world is predominantly owned by childish, irrational, irresponsible, and traitorous adults who 
feel it necessary to bow down to or otherwise answer to evil (as a means to money and seeming security); 
and so there is little or no proper caring, protection, and guidance for these innocents and young sorts. As a 
result, the latter might find themselves in overly dysfunctional homes, are malnourished (i.e., spiritually, 
morally, intellectually), corrupted, and grow up sick, warped and stunted. But at heart they are, or at least 
were, good; and we see their lives in many instances ruined and destroyed before our eyes.

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

The devil quotes scripture to you, perhaps at some point accompanies his doing so with a heavenly vision 
of some kind. His meaning and message proves and seems all too relevant and applicable to you; perhaps is 
prophetic in character; indeed, taken by itself his message may, in some measure, be the truth (it is by no 
means strictly necessary that the devil lie always.) Therefore you think he is not the devil, and come to trust 
him. What then now can save you from being fooled in future? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jM_hHFFCxng
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5JbXRDOP60
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~~~~~~*~~~~~~

When do hoodlums help people? When they say they are helping people. And if you don't think they are, 
then obviously you must be against or do not want people being helped (and for which naturally you 
deserve to be punished.) 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Wonder not who (at one time or other and over the course of all recorded history) has been taken over and 
successfully impersonated by them, but rather "who hasn't?"

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

The same people who, not long since, put on the ballot (in Washington state) a bill permitting the selling of 
liquor by grocery and convenience stores and the closing of state liquor shops were the same ones who ran 
the most outspoken tv and internet ad campaign against the measure. 

Now we hear of from the monopolists who control the internet (Google, Yahoo, YouTube, Face Book, 
Board Game Geek, Matrix Games, etc.) a protest against U.S. House Resolution 3261: "Stop Online Piracy 
Act;" which it is said is a threat to free speech on the net. And whom do they state or imply is to blame? 
The United States government. 

Yeah right. Why do they do it? Because they are idle, want attention, desire that others think they represent 
everyone, but also to conceal their own culpability by seeming to be in the front ranks of those opposed to 
the very criminality and bullying they, more than anyone else, are guilty of. 

* Later. They are not currently showing on YouTube, but for the pertinent SCTV episodes:

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Fudd, Sweat, and Tears
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Let's face it, and although the phenomena is no means one that is new or unprecedented, there are 
extremely powerful business and criminal interests which the U.S. government simply can and or will not 
ever investigate or prosecute. Take for example the monopoly of Hollywood and the mass media, including 
home computers. Now it is my contention, as you know, that such malefactors are so endowed with clout 
and exorbitant, indeed absurd, wealth due to their ties with criminal spirit people. It might seem than that 
given how things are criminal spirit people don't necessarily need to overthrow the United States 
government, given the latter's complaisance and de facto surrender. And yet this would be a mistaken 
inference; because the existence of the United States poses the problem of classifying criminal spirit people 
as illegal aliens, and who have therefore no rights to either be present or hold property as domestics in the 
United States. However, if the United States government did not exist, there would be no one left to dispute 
or leave a cloud over these rights and privileges they illegally already assume. Ultimately then the United 
States must go; for the inherent conflict of interests must sooner or later reach a point where it is either it or 
them. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Dare we now and at last finally say it? Thanks a lot evil magician and dumbbell billionaire for ruining life 
for every one.

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

I love animals, but I never much especially cared for real-life animal tv shows, like "Lassie," "Gentle Ben," 
and "Flipper;" where the animal is supposed to be the main star; because I always felt sorry for them having 
to be in whatever it was. "Flipper," however, with its seaside, sand and surf ambience, did have a nice feel 
to it (an "Ivan Tors Production") -- and what a theme song! (Though here jazzed up from the usual version 
aired.)

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKv1eWt3ecM

["FLIPPER INTRO"]

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Assassination --new and improved. At least that is what this sounds like, doesn't it? Note how Edwards 
himself has no need to get a word in in all this. (This comes from http://news.yahoo.com/john-edwards-
broken-heart-200738068.html) 

"John Edwards Has a Broken Heart
By Adam Clark Estes | The Atlantic Wire – Fri, Jan 13, 2012 

"Following the news that John Edwards' lawyers requested yet another delay to his trial due to a mysterious 
illness, a federal judge revealed the former vice presidential candidate's diagnosis: a ‘life threatening’ heart 
condition that requires surgery. Edwards faces six felony and misdemeanor charges related to shady 
campaign donations, and while the original reports of Edwards' condition drew skepticism over the former 
presidential candidate delaying his day in court -- the National Enquirer even published an exclusive on 
‘John Edwards' Heart Attack Drama’ in December -- the details check out. Two cardiologists submitted 
letters in tandem with a request from Edwards' lawyers for 60 more days before the trial. The judge 
approved the request of Friday and as long as there are no complications during the surgery, Edwards will 
appear in court on March 26." 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

http://news.yahoo.com/john-edwards-broken-heart-200738068.html
http://news.yahoo.com/john-edwards-broken-heart-200738068.html
http://news.yahoo.com/john-edwards-broken-heart-200738068.html
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Say not it is I who am afraid to face Satan; say, rather, it is Satan who is afraid to face me. (Oh would that 
we could skip all the nonsense of his minions and for once and at last face and confront their master!) 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

...Now the entire Word of God, who was in the beginning with God, is not much speaking, is not words; for 
the Word is one, being composed of the many speculations (theoremata), each of which is a part of the 
Word in its entirety. Whatever words there be outside of this one, which promise to give any description 
and exposition, even though they be words about truth, none of these, to put it in a somewhat paradoxical 
way, is Word or Reason, they are all words or reasons. They are not the monad, far from it; they are not 
that which agrees and is one in itself, by their inner divisions and conflicts unity has departed from them, 
they have become numbers, perhaps infinite numbers. We are obliged, therefore, to say that whoever 
speaks that which is foreign to religion is using many words, while he who speaks the words of truth, even 
should he go over the whole field and omit nothing, is always speaking the one word. Nor are the saints 
guilty of much speaking, since they always have the aim in view which is connected with the one word. It 
appears, then, that the much speaking which is condemned is judged to be so rather from the nature of the 
views propounded, than from the number of the words pronounced. Let us see if we cannot conclude in the 
same way that all the sacred books are one book, but that those outside are the “many books” of the 
preacher. The proof of this must be drawn from Holy Scripture, and it will be most satisfactorily 
established if I am able to show that it is not only one book, taking the word now in its commoner meaning, 
that we find to be written about Christ. Christ is written about even in the Pentateuch; He is spoken of in 
each of the Prophets, and in the Psalms, and, in a word, as the Saviour Himself says, in all the Scriptures. 
He refers us to them all, when He says: [John 5:39] “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think you have 
eternal life, and these are they which testify of Me.” And if He refers us to the Scriptures as testifying of 
Him, it is not to one that He sends us, to the exclusion of another, but to all that speak of Him, those which, 
in the Psalms, He calls the chapter of the book, saying, “In the chapter of the book it is written of Me.” If 
any one proposes to take these words, “In the chapter of the book it is written of Me,” literally, and to apply 
them to this or that special passage where Christ is spoken of, let him tell us on what principle he warrants 
his preference for one book over another. If any one supposes that we are doing something of this kind 
ourselves, and applying the words in question to the book of Psalms, we deny that we do so, and we would 
urge that in that case the words should have been, “In this book it is written of Me.” But He speaks of all 
the books as one chapter, thus summing up in one all that is spoken of Christ for our instruction. In fact the 
book was seen by John, [Revelation 5:1-5] “written within and without, and sealed; and no one could open 
it to read it, and to loose the seals thereof, but the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, who has the 
key of David, [Revelation 3:7] he that opens and none shall shut, and that shuts and none shall open.” For 
the book here spoken of means the whole of Scripture; and it is written within (lit. in front), on account of 
the meaning which is obvious, and on the back, on account of its remoter and spiritual sense. Observe, in 
addition to this, if a proof that the sacred writings are one book, and those of an opposite character many, 
may not be found in the fact that there is one book of the living from which those who have proved 
unworthy to be in it are blotted out, as it is written: “Let them be blotted out of the book of the living,” 
while of those who are to undergo the judgment, there are books in the plural, as Daniel says: [Daniel 7:10] 
“The judgment was set, and the books were opened.” But Moses also bears witness to the unity of the 
sacred book, when he says: [Exodus 32:32] “If Thou forgive the people their sins, forgive, but if not, then 
wipe me out of the book which You have written.” The passage in Isaiah, too, I read in the same way. It is 
not peculiar to his prophecy that the words of the book should be sealed, and should neither be read by him 
who does not know letters, because he is ignorant of letters, nor by him who is learned, because the book is 
sealed. This is true of every writing, for every written work needs the reason (Logos) which closed it to 
open it. 
~ Origen (185-232 A.D.), Commentary on the Gospel of John, Book V

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ud6sU3AclT4

["Taylor Dayne - Tell It To My Heart"]

http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/101505.htm
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~~~~~~*~~~~~~

It is disingenuous and self-contradictory to say philosophy is esoteric and irrelevant when any given person 
with any kind of opinion engages in or utilizes one philosophy or other on some level; whether that 
philosophy be rational, semi-rational, or chiefly irrational (no one, you will find, escapes reason entirely.) 
What rather is usually objected to is discourse or discussing philosophy. And yet will those who reject 
philosophical discourse and discussion ever desist from speaking themselves and having themselves heard? 
Of course in practice they do not; as long, at least, as the philosophy in question harmonizes or is identical 
with their own. So that what those who supposedly dismiss philosophy as irrelevant really mean to say is 
that others, who profess to be "lovers of wisdom," do not accept or communicate philosophy the way they 
themselves do. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJJg3ezoraA

["Ram Jam - Black Betty - 1977 - 720p (HQ)"]

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Serendipity? Coincidence? You be the judge.

In book III of Cotton Mather's Magnalia Christi Americana (1703), we find this anecdote pertaining to 
Puritan missionary to the Indians John Eliot (1604-1690): 

"It was his wisdom that he began with them upon such principles as they themselves had already some 
notions of; such as that of an Heaven for good, and Hell for bad people when they died. It broke his 
gracious heart within him to see what floods of tears fell from the eyes of several among those degenerate 
salvages at the first addresses which he made unto them; yea, from the very worst of them all. He was very 
inquisitive to learn who were the Powawes-- that is, the Sorcerers and Seducers that maintained the 
worship of the devil in any of their societies; and having in one of bis first journeys to them found out one 
of those wretches, he made the Indian come unto him, and said, Whether do you suppose God or Chepian 
(i. e. the Devil) to be the author of all good? The conjurer answered, God.Why do you pray to Chepian 
then? And the poor man was not able to stand or speak before him; but at last made promises of 
reformation." 

Does it require that much deductive inference or is it all that implausible to surmise that by "Chepian" the 
native was indeed referring to our very own (or someone like our very own) "Champion" or 
"Championship?" 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lKzhd5vAFu8&feature=related

["ZZ TOP - JESUS JUST LEFT CHICAGO - Crossroads Guitar Festival 2010"]

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQG10A-ymtg

["The Beach Boys: The Monkey's Uncle"]
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~~~~~~*~~~~~~

As mentioned or alluded to, in one way or another, several times before much of the rejection of religion is 
justified because what is rejected is not true religion to begin with. Within the past week, I saw fit to praise 
some of the early New England Puritans, noting that they were among the foremost who first planted and 
gave character to this country’s civil and democratic ideals and principles. Yet none of this was to suggest 
that I was or am in whole hearted agreement with them on everything. The belief they many of them held, 
for example, that everything and all events were divinely ordained and necessarily the result of God 
causing them is a view that seems to me to be presumptuous; for how can one prove such a thing? 
Moreover, I find such a potentially dangerous opinion from a moral perspective; because wrong-doing and 
minded people can take it up and argue that any crime they commit is an act of God; since God's is the 
cause of all events. So if you accept the Puritan assumption, how can one reasonably refute that sort of 
rejoinder? This is by no means to dismiss the notion of providence. For is it not equally nonsense to 
imagine that mere human opinion is not the final word on the course of great and epochal events? 

Similarly, while I do hold the Bible the most preeminent of spiritual books, unlike the Puritans I have a 
hard time receiving all its lines and parts as necessarily true history or the inspired word of God. The fact 
is, as far as I am concerned, the Bible was or may have been cut, edited, and interpolated over the centuries, 
and not always by people who rightly ought to have been allowed to do so. In reading him, and try 
sincerely as he might, poor, well-meaning Origen occasionally strains and is not always able to explain 
away discrepancies in the New Testament; even if permitted to view them in a solely spiritual light; and 
even if he is most of the time reasonably successful or better otherwise. Regarding the Old Testament, how 
laughably absurd, for instance, is it that the story of David's touching forgiveness of Shimei is followed up 
by Solomon's tartar-like retaliatory slaying of the latter. It is oft implied in the Bible that punishment 
teaches. Yet how actually true is this supposition if we judge by history and experience? 

Perhaps we should think that portions of the Bible are intentionally and circumstantially dated -- and the 
sack that was fine for new wine in its day is, in certain cases, an inept vessel for the wine of our times. Only 
honest, just, and rational interpretation, guided by the Holy Spirit, can for us deduce whether for us a 
specific something it contains does or does not apply and make sense presently. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

"Choose..." (OR ELSE!) 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

I know, I know…

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jHefeA-hyMA

["Silver Bells - Bing Crosby"]

~~~~~~*~~~~~~
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Some (Random) Thoughts in Passing

There is this very misguided and foolish idea out there that if you don't print or make openly available your 
address and phone number you are better protecting yourself. Really, taken all in all, this is merely sheepish 
surrender AND playing into the hands of those who most rule by fear. Put your address out there for all to 
see -- and if possible your phone number. Respecting the latter, indeed, let them send you promotions, and 
other annoying calls; the more of this they have to do the more drain it is on their resources (though, as 
ever, always pity the poor phone slave-person.) Hiding your address, etc. means very little as a practical 
matter. If they WANT or NEED to find you -- and they, regardless of what main or subsidiary group or 
affiliate, are actually and always the ones who are responsible for both annoying and malicious mischief --
rest assured, that they always can, including address, phone, down to your DNA if need be. 

In a word, fight fear -- don't accommodate it! And together we not only can but will  win. 

And speaking of "fighting," as I see it, the aggregate, rational, and sincere church are the continentals while 
the secular-religious the militia in the war against (the now outdated and primitive) singular and superior
Oaf (and, unnaturally, the evil magician.) Meanwhile, the most effective strategy involves, as best as 
possible, to gather ones forces and concentrate at ONE point of attack; while being prepared to change that 
point as warranted; while maintaining a reasonably straight line and carefully guarded flanks; always, of 
course, in a cost prudent manner. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

[Ch. 7]...For if everything whatsoever was made through the Logos, then nothing was made without Him. 
Yet it does not follow from the proposition that without the Logos nothing was made, that all things were 
made through the Logos. It is possible that though nothing was made without the Logos, all things were 
made, not through the Logos only, but some things by Him. We must, therefore, make ourselves sure in 
what sense the “all things” is to be understood, and in what sense the “nothing.” For, without a clear 
preliminary definition of these terms, it might be maintained that, if all things were made through the 
Logos, and evil is a part of all things, then the whole matter of sin, and everything that is wicked, that these 
also were made through the Logos. But this we must regard as false. There is nothing absurd in thinking 
that creatures were made through the Logos, and also that men's brave deeds have been done through Him, 
and all the useful acts of those who are now in bliss; but with the sins and misfortunes of men it is 
otherwise. Now some have held that since evil is not based in the constitution of things— for it did not 
exist at the beginning and at the end it will have ceased— that, therefore, the evils of which we spoke are 
the Nothing; and as some of the Greeks say that genera and forms, such as the (general) animal and the 
man, belong to the category of Nothings, so it has been supposed that all that is not of God is Nothing, and 
has not even obtained through the Word the subsistence it appears to have. We ask whether it is possible to 
show from Scripture in any convincing way that this is so. As for the meanings of the word “Nothing” and 
“Not-being,” they would appear to be synonymous, for Nothing can be spoken of as Not-being, and the 
Not-being can be described as Nothing. The Apostle, however, appears to count the things which are not, 
not among those which have no existence whatever, but rather among things which are evil. To him the 
Not-being is evil; “God,” he says, [Romans 4:17] “called the things that are not as things that are.” And 
Mardochæus, too, in the Esther of the Septuagint, calls the enemies of Israel “those that are not,” saying, 
[Esther 4:22] “Deliver not Your sceptre, O Lord, to those that are not”... 

[ch. 11] First let us look at the words, “He is not the God of the dead but of the living.” That is equivalent 
to saying that He is not the God of sinners but of saints. For it was a great gift to the Patriarchs that God in 
place of His own name should add their name to His own designation as God, as Paul says, [Hebrews 
11:16] “Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God.” He is the God, therefore, of the fathers and 
of all the saints; it might be hard to find a passage to the effect that God is the God of any of the wicked. If, 
then, He is the God of the saints, and is said to be the God of the living, then the saints are the living and 
the living are saints; neither is there any saint outside the living, nor when any one is called living is the 
further implication absent that in addition to his having life he is a holy one. Near akin to this is the lesson 
to be drawn from the saying, “I shall be well pleasing to the Lord in the land of the living.” The good 
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pleasure of the Lord, he appears to say, is in the ranks of the saints, or in the place of the saints, and it is 
there that he hopes to be. No one pleases God well who has not entered the rank of the saints, or the place 
of the saints; and to that place every one must come who has assumed beforehand, as it were in this life, the 
shadow and image of true God-pleasing. The passage which declares that before God no living being shall 
be justified shows that in comparison with God and the righteousness that is in Him none, even of the most 
finished saints, will be justified... 

[ch. 16] Let us suggest another question, namely, whether the life was the light of men only, and not of 
every being as well that is in blessedness. For if the life were the same thing as the light of men, and if the 
light of Christ were for men alone, then the life also would be only for men. But such a view is both foolish 
and impious, since the other Scriptures testify against this interpretation and declare that, when we are 
somewhat more advanced, we shall be equal to the angels. [Matthew 22:30] The question is to be solved on 
the principle that when a predicate is applied to certain persons, it is not to be at once taken to apply to 
them alone. Thus, when the light of men is spoken of, it is not the light of men only; had that been the 
meaning, a word would have been added to express it; the life, it would have read, was the light of men 
only. For it is possible for the light of men to be the light of others besides men, just as it is possible that 
certain animals and certain plants may form the food of men, and that the same animals and plants should 
be the food of other creatures too. That is an example from common life; it is fitting that another analogy 
should be adduced from the inspired books. Now the question here before us, is why the light of men 
should not be the light of other creatures also, and we have seen that to speak of the light of men by no 
means excludes the possibility that the light may be that of other beings besides man, whether inferior to 
him or like him... 

[ch. 19]...To such an enquiry we shall reply that the life here spoken of is not that which is common to 
rational beings and to beings without reason, but that life which is added to us upon the completion of 
reason in us, our share in that life, being derived from the first reason (Logos). It is when we turn away 
from the life which is life in appearance only, not in truth, and when we yearn to be filled with the true life, 
that we are made partakers of it, and when it has arisen in us it becomes the foundation of the light of the 
higher knowledge (gnosis). With some it may be that this life is only potentially and not actually light, with 
those who do not strive to search out the things of the higher knowledge, while with others it is actually 
light. With these it clearly is so who act on Paul's injunction, “Seek earnestly the best gifts;” and among the 
greatest gifts is that which all are enjoined to seek, namely, the word of wisdom, and it is followed by the 
word of knowledge. This wisdom and this knowledge lie side by side; into the difference between them this 
is not a fitting occasion to enquire. 

[ch. 23] In connection with this subject it is necessary for us to point out that darkness is not to be 
understood, every time it is mentioned, in a bad sense; Scripture speaks of it sometimes in a good sense. 
The heterodox have failed to observe this distinction, and have accordingly adopted most shameful 
doctrines about the Maker of the world, and have indeed revolted from Him, and addicted themselves to 
fictions and myths. We must, therefore, show how and when the name of darkness is taken in a good sense. 
Darkness and clouds and tempest are said in Exodus to be round about God, and in the seventeenth Psalm, 
“He made darkness His secret place, His tent round about Him, dark water in clouds of the air.” Indeed, if 
one considers the multitude of speculation and knowledge about God, beyond the power of human nature to 
take in, beyond the power, perhaps, of all originated beings except Christ and the Holy Spirit, then one may 
know how God is surrounded with darkness, because the discourse is hid in ignorance which would be 
required to tell in what darkness He has made His hiding-place when He arranged that the things 
concerning Him should be unknown and beyond the grasp of knowledge. Should any one be staggered by 
these expositions, he may be reconciled to them both by the “dark sayings” and by the “treasures of 
darkness,” hidden, invisible, which are given to Christ by God. In nowise different, I consider, are the 
treasures of darkness which are hid in Christ, from what is spoken of in the text, “God made darkness His 
secret place,” and (the saint) “shall understand parable and dark saying.” [Proverbs 1:6] And consider if we
have here the reason of the Saviour's saying to His disciples, “What you have heard in darkness, speak ye in 
the light.” The mysteries committed to them in secret and where few could hear, hard to be known and 
obscure, He bids them, when enlightened and therefore said to be in the light, to make known to every one 
who is made light. I might add a still stranger feature of this darkness which is praised, namely, that it 
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hastens to the light and overtakes it, and so at last, after having been unknown as darkness, undergoes for 
him who does not see its power such a change that he comes to know it and to declare that what was 
formerly known to him as darkness has now become light. 
~ Origen (185-232 A.D.), Commentary on the Gospel of John, Book II

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

“Back then they had faces...”

Of late I have just started re-watching (i.e., since when it used to air originally and in re-runs on television) 
Irwin Allen's "Lost in Space;" a strange amalgam of family program and exercise in sheer terror. As a 
child, I used to find something decidedly disturbing about the show, and viewing it again today I can see 
why. One amusing thing now, however, is that as bizarre, frightening, insane, and preposterous as LIS 
could be, real life, in its own way, can sometimes match or even surpass it in these qualities. Below, via 
YouTube, is the screen test of actor Guy Williams; who, as you will recall, played the father. 

See:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YjbUKoQBps

["Guy Williams - Original Screen Test"]

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

How should you treat anyone (i.e., who you don't know or else know merely by repute?) As if they are, like 
anybody else, just doing their job (in life.) And should it prove they are not actually doing anything or 
much of anything, you will find this out soon enough, and know not to unnecessarily waste your time on or 
with them (at least, if you can help it.) 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

If They Aren't Honest, Accountable, and Forthright, You Can Rest Assured They Are Not Christian

Although I myself, not to mention some others, have addressed and spoken several times on the subject of 
false spirit people masquerading as and or making pronouncements on behalf of true religion; including 
having, in all, said about as much on the subject as I could (just about) think of saying, false spirit persons 
using religion to serve their own selfish ends will, sadly and of course not surprisingly, continue to be a 
very serious and dangerous problem with many presently and doubtless for a long time to come. Again, this 
pestilential dilemma and potentially daunting hurdle to overcome is by no means new. Case in point, the 
following is one title I learned of lately attesting to this; and which it seems only well to share with others 
and bring attention to. The book in question is: 

A seasonable caveat against believing every spirit: with some directions for trying the spirits, whether they 
are of God. Given in two public lectures in the hall of Harvard-College at Cambridge, N.E. April 22 and 
29, 1735, by Edward Wigglesworth (c. 1693-1765) 

For the same and as available at amazon.com, see: 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1171017057/ref=oh_o00_s00_i00_details

Later. The pernicious, indeed malevolent, effect of spirit people impersonating true religion cannot be 
exaggerated or emphasized too much. The following then, in passing, is a brief list of some of the kind of 
problems that can and do arise from these sorts of other-worldly impostures. 

http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/101502.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YjbUKoQBps
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1171017057/ref=oh_o00_s00_i00_details
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* True religion is made to seem not only less than it is, but indeed something bad, corrupt, hypocritical, and 
flagrantly irrational.
* Spirit people wonders, and feely-feel good waves of emotion, visions of seeming Heaven, seeming 
Heavenly voices, and seeming visitations of angels become tools to supplant and currency to exchange for 
honesty and right reason.
* People become deaf to justice and sound argument (and blind to injustice and crime) when spirit person 
wonders, voices, and visions are made to vie and be in competition with them.
* Irrational, hypocritical and otherwise corrupt people can invoke such spirit persons and their messages as
authority to justify both their own bad behavior and false ideas about religion.
* Spirit people can make it possible for some to serve God and Mammon in seemingly good conscience.
* Likewise, the devil and advocates of unabashed and shameless wrong-doing can be made to appear 
positive personalities, allies, and (when all is said and done) friends of true religion. 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

“If I Had a Million" 

...Which prompted me to ask -- what does he want to be when he grows up? Freddy Krueger? 

Laughs aside, here folks is a dream production indeed worthy of the magician and sorcerer's apprentice 
“Speelburg” (person) themselves. Watch how the pros do it. WARNING. Viewer discretion is very much
advised on this one; as this clip is pretty sick for the mainstream neo-"Hollywood" of even these days (let 
alone the 80's.) 

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TL0vF-fI9Xg

["A Nightmare On Elm Street 5 The Dream Child: Deleted Scenes #2"]

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Dreamworks

Dedicated to Louis Chirillo and all fans out there of that distinctive Rush era sound. 

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2w1g-idt-8U

["Dreamer Roger Hodgson song writer and composer" -- live/solo from 2008(?)] 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

Every so often, and indeed not so long ago in form of statements by our sitting President, the question 
comes up as to whether or not the United States is a Christian nation. Well, at the present time it so happens 
I find myself reading The Puritans: A Sourcebook of their Writings edited by Perry Miller and Thomas H. 
Johnson, upon which doing so what a remarkable discovery it is how many ideals respecting the social 
contract, the public good, the rights of men are promulgated in many writings of the early New England 
Puritans (not only this but some of these same notions of human rights and civil government can be found 
in some of the earliest Christian Fathers, such as Lactantius.) If Thomas Jefferson received his ideas on 
democracy from John Locke, it is clear John Adams was himself no little inspired in similar political views 
by his own Puritan forebearers. Yet this is no great coincidence when we realize that John Locke himself 
was a life long Puritan! For more and to see further what I am talking about, get yourself a copy of Miller 
and Johnson's invaluable and eye opening anthology. 
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http://www.amazon.com/Puritans-Sourcebook-Their-Writings/dp/0486416011/
ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1325530326&sr=1-1

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

One from the archives -- "Sonata-Ciacona" in B flat major by Johann Christoph Pezel (1664-1712); 
presented here by Musica Antiqua of Koln.

See: http://www.mn-hp.com/JC-Pezel_Ciacona-in-B.mp3

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

[ch. 42] As, then, from His activity in enlightening the world whose light He is, Christ is named the Light 
of the World, and as from His making those who sincerely attach themselves to Him put away their 
deadness and rise again and put on newness of life, He is called the Resurrection, so from an activity of 
another kind He is called Shepherd and Teacher, King and Chosen Shaft, and Servant, and in addition to 
these Paraclete and Atonement and Propitiation. And after the same fashion He is also called the Logos, 
because He takes away from us all that is irrational, and makes us truly reasonable, so that we do all things, 
even to eating and drinking, to the glory of God, and discharge by the Logos to the glory of God both the 
commoner functions of life and those which belong to a more advanced stage. For if, by having part in 
Him, we are raised up and enlightened, herded also it may be and ruled over, then it is clear that we become 
in a divine manner reasonable, when He drives away from us what in us is irrational and dead, since He is 
the Logos (reason) and the Resurrection. Consider, however, whether all men have in some way part in 
Him in His character as Logos... 
The saying then stands, first, “In the beginning was the Logos;” we are to place that full in our view; but 
the testimonies we cited from the Proverbs led us to place wisdom first, and to think of wisdom as 
preceding the Word which announces her. We must observe, then, that the Logos is in the beginning, that 
is, in wisdom, always. Its being in wisdom, which is called the beginning, does not prevent it from being 
with God and from being God, and it is not simply with God, but is in the beginning, in wisdom, with God. 
For he goes on: “He was in the beginning with God.” He might have said, “He was with God;” but as He 
was in the beginning, so He was with God in the beginning, and “All things were made by Him,” being in 
the beginning, for God made all things, as David tells us, in wisdom. And to let us understand that the 
Word has His own definite place and sphere as one who has life in Himself (and is a distinct person), we 
must also speak about powers, not about power. “Thus says the Lord of powers, (A.V. hosts)” we 
frequently read; there are certain creatures, rational and divine, which are called powers: and of these Christ 
was the highest and best, and is called not only the wisdom of God but also His power. As, then, there are 
several powers of God, each of them in its own form, and the Saviour is different from these, so also Christ, 
even if that which is Logos in us is not in respect of form outside of us, will be understood from our 
discussion up to this point to be the Logos, who has His being in the beginning, in wisdom. This for the 
present may suffice, on the word: “In the beginning was the Logos.”
~ Origen (185-232 A.D.), Commentary on the Gospel of John, Book I 

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHnnLpwNuNY

["Boz Scaggs - Lowdown_Lido Shuffle" -- Live '97 Hard Rock]

~~~~~~*~~~~~~

http://www.amazon.com/?Puritans-Sourcebook-Their-Writi?ngs/dp/0486416011/?ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=?1325530326&sr=1-1
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[or303]


